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A NEW ITINERARY
BHUTAN 2010/11

WALKNGWITH THE THUNDER DRAGON

AN ELLISON ROBERAE.ORVMADEHOLIDAYN THE MOUNTAIN KINGDOM BHUTANNITHWELL PLANNED
CULTURAL VISITS AND SBMEDAY WALKEN THE BEAUTIFUL HIMALAYAN FOOTHILLS. A GUIDED TOUR OF Ol
AND NEW DELHI IS ALSO INCLUDECHDHIDAY 1S 12 NIGHTS IN TOTAL INCLUDING THE OVERNIGHT FLIGHT T
DELHIEXTENSIONS TO VISIT SHIMLA AND AGRA [TAJ MAHAL] ARE AVAILABLE.

DAY X DEPART UKDATES AND FLIGHDBEARRANGER/ITH YOU

DAY 2 ARRIVIPELHI

Upon arrival aDelhilnternational airport, you will be meiy our representativewho will bewaiting in the
arrival lounge with a paging board with your names writtenit. He will transfer you to your hotel and pass
to you all relevant documents.

Overnight is athe OberoiMaidens HotelDelhi.Maidens is one of Delhi's oldest hotels, built in the early
1900s, andt has retained its colonial charm and architecture. Its spacious rooms with high ceilings are
unique when compared to the besized rooms of modern hotelSet amidst eight acres hish gardens and
shady trees, it escapes the noise of the city, but remains within easy access to some of the most magnificer
Mughal monuments, anthe famous shopping centref Chandni Chowk with its quaint bazaars and
meandeing lanes

[INSPECTED IN 2010]

Maidens Hotel, Delhi


http://www.ellisonroberts.com/

DAY 2 DELHg PARO [Depg DEL 1115 AgPBH 145% subject to change

At an appropriate timg/ou will be transferred to Delhi International airport to connect with yfight to
Paro.

This flight is spectacular with the highest Himalayan peaks; Everest, Lhotse and many others, clearly visible
above the clouds.

On arrival you wilbe givenyour visa at immigration (clearances will be obtained by us in advanctie At
airport, you wil be met byour representative andransferedto yourhotelL b ¢ KA Y LJdzZ . Kdzi I y

Situated at altitude of 2320m, Thimphu is the capital of Bhutan, and also the name of the surrounding
valley. With a population of 98,676, itatso Bhutan's largest city. Before 1960, Thimphu was a small
settlement but was developed by thaitd King Jigme Dorje Wangchuk to replace the ancient capital of
Punakha. Today the city sprawls across the western slopes of the Wang Chuu river vallsgveviah
government offices located around Tashichhoe dzong. Rapid expansion following the pattern of rural exodu
has resulted in considerable rebuilding in the city centre and mushrooming suburban development
elsewhere Thimphu features a monsoeinfluenced subtropical highland climate with mild summers and
relatively cool winters. Primarily due to its high elevation, summers are not nearly as warm as other cities at
similar latitudes.

In the afternoon you wilvisitthe Memorial Chorten. This stupa whsilt in 1974 in the memory of Bhut&ha

third King, His Majesty, King Jigme Dorji Wangchuk, who is popularly regarded as Father of modern Bhutan
The paintings and statues inside the monument provide a deep insight into Buddhist philokotitey.

evening, take an exploratory walk arourd K A Y minstieet andhe local market area.

Overnightis at theJhomolharHotel, Thimpu
[INSPECTED IN 2010]
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ThimpQa Y Ay & langg@yer wheglR at the&KMemorial Chorten



DAY3 EXPLOREHIMPLAND SURROUNDINGS

After breakfastyou will be taken by car to visitango Goemharlhis monastery was founded by Lama
Detfglt [KFEYFYy3aLl Ay (GKS MHOK OSyiddcaNE FyR (KS LINX
al RYFy Q> [} Yl 5 NiShabitrungNiiars dlangyalyisitedcTango and meditated in a

cave near the monastery. His meditation helped ensure the defeat of an invading Tibetan army. The head
Lama, a descendent of Lama Drukpa Kunley presente@teenbato Shabdrung, who carved a sahdaod

statue of Chenrezig which he installed in the monastery. The picturesque-stwezy tower and several
surrounding buildings were built in the 18th century by the eighth Desi, Druk Rabgye and Shabdrung Jigme
Chhogyel added the golden roof in the h3tentury. Situated north of Thimphu, one way it takes about 30
minutes drive and one hour walk through shaded rhododendron forests to reach the monastery.

TheArts &Crafts School Bhutanese textiles on show in Thimpu

After lunch at the hoteyou willvisit the National Library. The history of Bhuiartontainedn archaic texts,
which are preservetiere. Besides thousands of manuscripts and ancient texts, the library also has modern
academic books and printing blocks for prayer flags. Moervisit the Institute of Zoring Chusum,

commonly known athe Arts & @afts School or Painting SchodheTlnstitute offers a siyear course on the

13 traditional arts and crafts of Bhutavioucan see students learning the various skills taught astieol.

With the opening othe Textile Museum, under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Ashi Sangay Choden,
Bhutanese textile have reached new heightaatistinct art form andhe visit tothe textile museum is
G2NIKgKAE SO ¢ KS O NRBnzysydredses), th&filgliviergidd af Rayal Cravén and other
accessories used by members of Royal family can be found in the museum. The goal of the museum is to
gradually become aentrefor textile studies that wilincludedocumentation, research argtudies on
Bhutanese textiles.

In the early geningyou willvisit Trashichhodzonglso knowml &hefri NS aa 2F GKS t3f 2 N
was initially built in 1641 and later rebuilt in its present form by King Jigme Dorji Wangchuk in 1965. The
Dzorg housesthe main secretariat building whidhn turn houses the throne room of His Majesty, the King

of Bhutan. The National Assembly Haflitsatedin a modern building on the other side of the river from

the Dzong. During the warmer summer months, thenk body headed by His Holiness, the Je Khenpo,

makes its home in the Dzong.



DAY 4 THIMPU TO PUNAKHA

After anearly breakfastyoudrive to Punaka acrosghe spectaculabDochula pass (3,088)nstopping

briefly here to take in the view and admire tiortenand prayer flags which decorate the highest point on
the road. If skies are clear, the following peaks can be seen from this pass (left to right): Masagang (7,158r
Tsendagang (6,960m), Terigang (7,060m ), Jejegangphugang (7,158 m ), Kangphiligang ),/

Zongphugang (7, 060)mma table mountain that dominates the isolated region of Lunaiiteally Gangkar
Puensumthe highest peak in Bhutan at 7,497m.

Arriveat Punakha and chechto your hotel, The Damchen Resort.

Thenvisit to Punakha Dzonguilt strategically at the junction of Pho Chhu and Mo Chhu rivers in 1637 by
Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal to serve as the religious and administrative centre of the region, Punakha
51 2y3 KFra LXFeSR Fy AYLRNIIyYy({ NRsrdphiciiggsandadzi | y Q& F
earthquake, the Dzong has been now fully restored.

Later walk toChimi Lhakhangsituated on a hitick in the centre of the valley. The temjededicated to

Lama Drukp&unley who in the late 15th century used humour, songs antfageousbehaviourto

dramatise his teachings and due totig§ y2 6y a4 W5AQBAYS al RYl yawmpeKA &
of fertility. It is widely believed théf couples who do not have childrgmay at this templdhey are usually
blessed witha child very soon. It is about 30 minute walk across field from the road to the temple. The trail
leads across rice fields the tiny settlement of Pandt then follows amallstream downbhill to Yoaka and
across more fields before making a short climtChimi Lhakhang.

The walk to Chimi Lhakhang Punakha Dzong

Overnightis at theDamchen ResorPunakha



DAY 5

After breakfastyou willdrive towards Punakha Dzong and later walk across the suspension bridge (about
200m long)with fascinating view othe Dzong. The traibflowsthe farm houses gradually climbing towards

the Dompala hills. The view of Dzong, Pho Chhu, Mo Chhu rivers and surrounding village is superb amidst
alpineforests. Thavalkis two and a half howgto Limbukhawher&  NY¥ SNE 3INR g . Kdzi | yQ
that is supposed to have medicinal values. Limbukha is also known for its love of pedcngudlity.

Legends says that during medieval wars the people of Limbukha always volunteered as pedictons.

This is depicted durindpe@ S NI @ FSadA QB t OFftfSR W{SNRIQ 6KSy
of swords and fireworks.

A pcnic lunchwill be taken at a time of your choosing

The walk to Limbukha Wangduephodrang

In the hte afternoonyou willdrive to Wangduephodrang. It is the last town on the central highway before
the high pass intaentral Bhutan. The town igally justan enlarged village with a few weltovided shops.
Located in the south of Punakha, the higher reaches of the Wangduephodrang valley provide rich
pastureland for cattle. This district is also famous for its fine bamboo ptsdslate and stogcarvings. You
will visit Wangduephodrang Dzong.

Later return to Punakha.

Overnightis at theDamchen ResorPunakha



