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WALKING WITH THE THUNDER DRAGON 
AN ELLISON ROBERTS TAILOR-MADE HOLIDAY IN  THE MOUNTAIN KINGDOM OF BHUTAN WITH WELL PLANNED 
CULTURAL VISITS AND SOME EASY DAY WALKS IN THE BEAUTIFUL HIMALAYAN FOOTHILLS. A GUIDED TOUR OF OLD 
AND NEW DELHI IS ALSO INCLUDED. THE HOLIDAY IS 12 NIGHTS IN TOTAL INCLUDING THE OVERNIGHT FLIGHT TO 
DELHI. EXTENSIONS TO VISIT SHIMLA AND AGRA [TAJ MAHAL] ARE AVAILABLE. 

 
 
DAY 1 ς DEPART UK   [DATES AND FLIGHTS TO BE ARRANGED WITH YOU]  
 
DAY 2 -  ARRIVE DELHI              
 
Upon arrival at Delhi International airport, you will be met by our representative, who will be waiting in the 
arrival lounge with a paging board with your names written on it. He will transfer you to your hotel and pass 
to you all relevant documents. 
 
Overnight is at the Oberoi Maidens Hotel, Delhi. Maidens is one of Delhi's oldest hotels, built in the early 
1900s, and it has retained its colonial charm and architecture. Its spacious rooms with high ceilings are 
unique when compared to the box-sized rooms of modern hotels. Set amidst eight acres of lush gardens and 
shady trees, it escapes the noise of the city, but remains within easy access to some of the most magnificent 
Mughal monuments, and the famous shopping centre of Chandni Chowk with its quaint bazaars and 
meandering lanes 
[INSPECTED IN 2010] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maidens Hotel, Delhi 

http://www.ellisonroberts.com/


 
 
 
 
DAY 2   DELHI ς PARO            [Dep ς DEL 1115  Arr ς PBH 1455 ς subject to change] 
 
At an appropriate time you will be transferred to Delhi International airport to connect with your flight to 
Paro. 
 
This flight is spectacular with the highest Himalayan peaks; Everest, Lhotse and many others, clearly visible 
above the clouds. 
 
On arrival you will be given your visa at immigration (clearances will be obtained by us in advance). At the 
airport, you will be met by our representative and transferred to your hotel Lb ¢ƘƛƳǇǳΣ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŎƛǘȅΦ 
 
Situated at altitude of 2320m, Thimphu is the capital of Bhutan, and also the name of the surrounding 
valley. With a population of 98,676, it is also Bhutan's largest city. Before 1960, Thimphu was a small 
settlement but was developed by the third King Jigme Dorje Wangchuk to replace the ancient capital of 
Punakha. Today the city sprawls across the western slopes of the Wang Chuu river valley, with several 
government offices located around Tashichhoe dzong. Rapid expansion following the pattern of rural exodus 
has resulted in considerable rebuilding in the city centre and mushrooming suburban development 
elsewhere. Thimphu features a monsoon-influenced subtropical highland climate with mild summers and 
relatively cool winters. Primarily due to its high elevation, summers are not nearly as warm as other cities at 
similar latitudes. 
 
In the afternoon you will visit the Memorial Chorten. This stupa was built in 1974 in the memory of BhutanΨǎ 
third King, His Majesty, King Jigme Dorji Wangchuk, who is popularly regarded as Father of modern Bhutan. 
The paintings and statues inside the monument provide a deep insight into Buddhist philosophy. In the 
evening , take an exploratory walk around ¢ƘƛƳǇǳΩǎ main street and the local market area. 
 
  
Overnight is at the Jhomolhari Hotel, Thimpu.  
[INSPECTED IN 2010] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

ThimpuΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ large prayer wheels at the Memorial Chorten 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
DAY 3   EXPLORE THIMPU AND SURROUNDINGS 
 
After breakfast you will be taken by car to visit Tango Goemba. This monastery was founded by Lama 
Dȅŀƭǿŀ [ƘŀƴŀƴƎǇŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мнǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мрǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƛǾƛƴŜ 
aŀŘƳŀƴΩΣ [ŀƳŀ 5ǊǳƪǇŀ YǳƴƭŜȅΦ Lƴ мсмс Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal visited Tango and meditated in a 
cave near the monastery. His meditation helped ensure the defeat of an invading Tibetan army. The head 
Lama, a descendent of Lama Drukpa Kunley presented the Goemba to Shabdrung, who carved a sandalwood 
statue of Chenrezig which he installed in the monastery. The picturesque three-storey tower and several 
surrounding buildings were built in the 18th century by the eighth Desi, Druk Rabgye and Shabdrung Jigme 
Chhogyel added the golden roof in the 19th century. Situated north of Thimphu, one way it takes about 30 
minutes drive and one hour walk through shaded rhododendron forests to reach the monastery. 
      

 
The Arts & Crafts School     Bhutanese textiles on show in Thimpu 

 
After lunch at the hotel you will visit the National Library. The history of Bhutan is contained in archaic texts, 
which are preserved here. Besides thousands of manuscripts and ancient texts, the library also has modern 
academic books and printing blocks for prayer flags. Then you visit the Institute of Zoring Chusum, 
commonly known as the Arts & Crafts School or Painting School. The Institute offers a six-year course on the 
13 traditional arts and crafts of Bhutan. You can see students learning the various skills taught at the school. 
 
With the opening of the Textile Museum, under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Ashi Sangay Choden, 
Bhutanese textile have reached new heights as a distinct art form and the visit to the textile museum is 
ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊƻǿƴǎ ƻŦ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ YƛƴƎǎ, namzas (dresses), the first version of Royal Crown and other 
accessories used by members of Royal family can be found in the museum. The goal of the museum is to 
gradually become a centre for textile studies that will include documentation, research and studies on 
Bhutanese textiles. 
 
In the early evening you will visit Trashichhodzong, also  known ŀǎ Ψthe forǘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΩΦ Lt 
was initially built in 1641 and later rebuilt in its present form by King Jigme Dorji Wangchuk in 1965. The 
Dzong houses, the main secretariat building which in turn houses the throne room of His Majesty, the King 
of Bhutan. The National Assembly Hall is situated in a modern building on the other side of the river from 
the Dzong. During the warmer summer months, the monk body headed by His Holiness, the Je Khenpo, 
makes its home in the Dzong. 



 
 
 
 
DAY 4   THIMPU TO PUNAKHA    
 

After an early breakfast, you drive to Punakha across the spectacular Dochu-la pass (3,088m) stopping 
briefly here to take in the view and admire the Chorten and prayer flags which decorate the highest point on 
the road. If skies are clear, the following peaks can be seen from this pass (left to right): Masagang (7,158m), 
Tsendagang (6,960m), Terigang (7,060m ), Jejegangphugang (7,158 m ), Kangphugang (7,170 m ), 
Zongphugang (7, 060 m), a table mountain that dominates the isolated region of Lunana - finally Gangkar 
Puensum, the highest peak in Bhutan at 7,497m. 
 
Arrive at Punakha and check-into your hotel, The Damchen Resort. 
 
Then visit to Punakha Dzong. Built strategically at the junction of Pho Chhu and Mo Chhu rivers in 1637 by 
Shabdrung Ngawang Namgyal to serve as the religious and administrative centre of the region, Punakha 
5ȊƻƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 5ŀƳŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ŦƻǳǊ Ŏŀǘŀstrophic fires and an 
earthquake, the Dzong has been now fully restored. 
 
Later walk to Chimi Lhakhang, situated on a hillock in the centre of the valley. The temple is dedicated to 
Lama Drukpa Kunley, who in the late 15th century used humour, songs and outrageous behaviour to 
dramatise his teachings and due to this is ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ5ƛǾƛƴŜ aŀŘƳŀƴΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ a temple 
of fertility. It is widely believed that if couples who do not have children pray at this temple they are usually 
blessed with a child very soon. It is about 30 minute walk across field from the road to the temple. The trail 
leads across rice fields to the tiny settlement of Pana. It then follows a small stream downhill to Yoaka and 
across more fields before making a short climb to Chimi Lhakhang. 

               The walk to Chimi Lhakhang     Punakha Dzong 

 
 
Overnight is at the Damchen Resort, Punakha. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
DAY 5    
  
After breakfast you will drive towards Punakha Dzong and later walk across the suspension bridge (about 
200m long) with fascinating view of the Dzong. The trail follows the farm houses gradually climbing towards 
the Dompala hills. The view of Dzong, Pho Chhu, Mo Chhu rivers and surrounding village is superb amidst 
alpine forests. The walk is two and a half hours to Limbukha where ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ƎǊƻǿ .ƘǳǘŀƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǊŜŘ ǊƛŎŜ 
that is supposed to have medicinal values. Limbukha is also known for its love of peace and tranquillity. 
Legends says that during medieval wars the people of Limbukha always volunteered as peace negotiators. 
This is depicted during the ȅŜŀǊƭȅ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ{ŜǊŘŀΩ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŦƭŀƎǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ 
of swords and fireworks. 
 
 A picnic lunch will be taken at a time of your choosing. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                   The walk to Limbukha                                                           Wangduephodrang 

 
In the late afternoon you will drive to Wangduephodrang. It is the last town on the central highway before 
the high pass into central Bhutan. The town is really just an enlarged village with a few well-provided shops. 
Located in the south of Punakha, the higher reaches of the Wangduephodrang valley provide rich 
pastureland for cattle. This district is also famous for its fine bamboo products, slate and stone carvings. You 
will visit Wangduephodrang Dzong.  
 
Later return to Punakha. 
 
Overnight is at the Damchen Resort, Punakha. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


